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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

UM SELECTS
MAHDAVI AS NEW
PROVOST AND
EXECUTIVE VICE
PRESIDENT
21 DECEMBER 2021

Dr. Pardis Mahdavi will join UM as provost and executive vice president.

https://www.umt.edu/news/2021/12/122121prov.php?image[1/3/2022 10:46:44 AM]

UM Selects Mahdavi as New Provost and Executive Vice President

MISSOULA – The University of Montana has hired Dr. Pardis Mahdavi to serve as its next
provost and executive vice president, the University’s No. 2 administrator and chief academic
officer.
Mahdavi was chosen after a nationwide search, and she will begin the job in early summer
2022.
“The University of Montana is incredibly well-positioned for impact,” Mahdavi said. “I am excited
about UM’s impressive strengths across disciplines – in both research and teaching – the
institution’s demonstrated commitment to students and the campus’s deep connection to place
in western Montana. And I am particularly motivated to partner with President Seth Bodnar, a
leader whose vision and ability inspire my confidence in UM’s future. My family and I are eager
to connect with and become part of the outstanding Missoula community.”
Bodnar celebrated Mahdavi’s selection in an open letter to campus earlier today.
“Dr. Mahdavi’s record of tireless support for inclusive student success and her leadership
record will serve UM and Montana well,” Bodnar said. “Dr. Mahdavi’s decision to join the UM
team gives all of us reason to be optimistic as we seek to maintain our positive momentum.
Our executive leadership team is developing a transition plan that ensures she is welcome,
supported and empowered.”
Mahdavi joins UM from Arizona State University, where she now serves as dean of social
sciences. In that role she oversees 11 schools and 25 centers with 800 faculty members and
30,000 students. Prior to her leadership post at ASU, she served as acting dean of the Josef
Korbel School of International Studies at the University of Denver, dean of women at Pomona
College and president and director of the Pacific Basin Institute.
Dr. Reed Humphrey, UM’s current acting provost, will return to his role as the dean of the
College of Health upon Mahdavi’s arrival in Missoula. Under Humphrey’s leadership, more than
5,000 UM students received their diplomas amidst the global COVID-19 pandemic.
As provost, Mahdavi will oversee UM’s academic colleges, the Maureen and Mike Mansfield
Library, the Registrar’s Office, the Global Engagement Office, the Franke Global Leadership
Initiative, the Central and Southwest Asian Studies Center and UM's Student Success sector.
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###
Contact: Dave Kuntz, UM director of strategic communications, 406-243-5659,
dave.kuntz@umontana.edu.
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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

UM YIELDS TWO
RHODES SCHOLAR
FINALISTS
20 DECEMBER 2021

As Rhodes finalists, UM students Arwen Baxter (left) and Teigan Avery joined an elite group of U.S. college students
recognized for their scholarly achievements, commitment to the common good and potential for leadership.

MISSOULA – Two University of Montana seniors recently interviewed for the world’s oldest
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UM Yields Two Rhodes Scholar Finalists

and most prestigious academic recognition, the Rhodes Scholarship.
As Rhodes finalists, Teigan Avery and Arwen Baxter joined an elite group of U.S. college
students recognized for their scholarly achievements, commitment to the common good and
potential for leadership.
"It is an honor for a public university to have one Rhodes finalist and very rare to have two,"
said Kylla Benes, the director of external scholarships and fellowships at UM who advised
Avery and Baxter through the application process. "These two women were selected as
finalists because they have spent their college careers highly engaged in their academic and
personal interests and in their communities.
"Neither started college intending to be Rhodes finalists, but their dedication and achievements
demonstrates the outstanding personalized education UM offers – an education that students
can leverage for major awards like the Rhodes," Benes said.
Avery doubledmajored in economics
and political science
at UM and is now
working toward a
master’s degree in
economics. A native
of Kalispell, she one
day wants be a
professor of
economics at UM,
calling it her “dream
job.”
Originally interested
in pursuing a legal
degree or a
profession in medicine, Avery found her true passion in applying economics through education
and research to the betterment of others. Her decision to become a professor was solidified
with two life changing events while in college: treatment for thyroid cancer and the suicide of
her father, a high-school counselor and her career sounding board.
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“This is a big part of my life and was something I included in my personal statement to the
Rhodes committee,” Avery said of the challenges she has faced. “It really made me reevaluate
and find ways to make my life more meaningful.”
Today, she is working as a research assistant for UM’s Center for Population Heath Research
while finalizing her master’s thesis, which explores the impact of COVID-19 vaccinations at
pharmacies on children’s overall health.
“I am looking to see if access to the vaccine means parents aren’t taking their children for
regular wellness checkups,” she said.
Baxter, who comes from Pocatello, Idaho, is finishing a Bachelor of Fine Arts in musical
theater and a Bachelor of Arts in English literature.
“I couldn’t choose between the two, so I am studying both,” Baxter said of her four years of
nonstop studies.
She opted to attend UM because of a deep family connection – her grandmother met her
grandfather while attending UM, and her father studied at the University – and because she
wanted to stay in the region.
“I like the intersection of humanities and the sciences of the West,” said Baxter, who
volunteered in her summers during college as a research assistant on ecological studies for
Idaho State University’s Stream Ecology Center.
Her creative works, which include poetry and original compositions, have been published and
performed in multiple outlets. She also sings and has acted in plays produced by UM’s theater
department.
When Baxter graduates she may take some time to complete a trove of scripts and other
artistic projects she has in production.
“I have some applications in for graduate school,” she said, “and would like to be an
interdisciplinary educator and performer working in the environmental humanities. I believe that
perceptions matter, and through my work as an artist and educator I want to reframe human
connections to place and ecosystems.”
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Avery and Baxter, both members of UM’s Davidson Honors College, credited the large number
of people who helped them prepare for the Rhodes finalist interviews, which included Office of
External Scholarships & Fellowships employees, DHC staff, UM alumni, UM faculty and staff,
community members and past recipients.
“We got to prepare with so many great people,” Baxter said. “It really was a honor and made
me appreciate even more the quality of the people at UM.”
Both said the conversations with the Rhodes judges were insightful and inspirational.
“These were all people who are going to do great things to better the world,” Baxter said.
Avery, a scratch golfer who served as UM’s golf team captain and was the 2017 Montana State
Women’s Amateur Champion, said she brought her A game to the Rhodes interviews and was
grateful for the opportunity to represent UM.
“I love this university,” she said. “I want to give back to UM because it has given so much to
me.”
###
Kylla Benes, UM director of external scholarships and fellowships, Davidson Honors College,
406-243-5241, kylla.benes@umontana.edu.
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MISSOULA COLLEGE

MISSOULA COLLEGE
GRADUATES FIRST
CLASS OF
PARAMEDICS
17 DECEMBER 2021

Several Missoula Fire Department firefighters recently earned their paramedic certifications from UM’s Missoula College.
Pictured are (left to right) Erin Wilmarth, Parker Vaculik, Chad Maney and Jack Pickhardt.
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MISSOULA – Quinlan Roe remembers his first lecture in Missoula College’s new paramedic
program. He said it was from the director of the program, Dave McEvoy, who shared a story
about being handed a newborn baby struggling for breath. McEvoy told his students he still
remembers the fear and trust in the mother’s eyes.
“He got teary-eyed and told us that, at some point, that was going to be us in the field,
experiencing something similar,” Roe said. “He told us that being a paramedic is about caring
for and helping people – that it’s hard work and requires a lot of studying and commitment.”
Fast forward four semesters, in the middle of a national health care labor crisis and a global
pandemic, and the University of Montana’s Missoula College is graduating its very first cohort
of new, nationally certified paramedics. That cohort includes Roe, who worked through the
program while balancing a full-time construction job. He is now employed full time as a
paramedic with Missoula Emergency Medical Services Inc. and is considering completing UM’s
new bachelor’s degree in public health.
The new associate of science degree in paramedicine, housed in the college’s Department of
Health Professions, began last fall after a change in national accreditation standards required
more support and infrastructure. Missoula Emergency Services Inc., or MESI, which had taught
local paramedic classes for about 30 years, approached Missoula College to consider a
partnership to achieve accreditation and continue educating next-generation paramedics. The
result is a nationally accredited paramedicine program delivered jointly by MESI and the
college, at a time when increased skills in emergency medicine are critically needed, said Dan
Funsch, director of the Missoula College Radiologic Technology program.
“When MESI approached us, we wanted this first program to be small enough where we didn’t
bite off more than we could chew,” Funsch said. “This is an incredibly demanding immersion
program, and it’s the highest level of certification in the emergency medical field. We’re proud
to work with MESI and our community to make it accessible and affordable.”
The paramedicine program is four semesters (or 16 months) and requires 1,000 hours of
hands-on experience in clinical settings. Instruction is supervised by a diverse array of health
care professionals, including nurses, doctors, flight paramedics, physical therapists and
physician assistants.
“Our students are exposed to all sorts of health care professionals, and our involvement with
them makes this program strong, because they get to see a wide array of other careers and
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understand that anything in medicine requires a team,” McEvoy said. “There are world-class
people teaching this program, and I couldn’t be prouder of the quality of what these people are
doing.”
McEvoy, who has been a paramedic with MESI for about 30 years, said Missoula College’s
equipment and staff allow for an in-depth training for every skill required of a paramedic. He
said while most of the job is spent assessing patients to determine treatment, paramedics also
are trained in administering medications, starting IVs, placing breathing tubes into airways and
performing other emergency airway procedures.
“For many places in rural Montana, emergency medical personnel provide care for patients in
difficult environments and for prolonged periods – mostly because of resources – so there’s a
demand for them to have a variety of skills,” McEvoy said. “That will be especially true as we
continue to navigate the COVD-19 pandemic and begin to understand our new normal.”
Jack Pickhardt, a new graduate of the program, said that the pandemic “threw some hurdles,”
but overall, the experience will help him become more skilled at helping people. Pickhardt, a
firefighter with the City of Missoula, was one of four students who completed the program while
remaining employed with the Missoula Fire Department. The fire department paid tuition for its
employees to achieve paramedic certification and provided time for the employees to attend
class and labs.
Pickhardt holds a bachelor’s degree in health and human performance but said he always
wanted to “get as far as he could” in emergency medical services.
“This is the best job on earth,” he said. “The department worked with us to level up our skillset
to provide care and service, and that helps our entire community. I’ve known a lot of the MESI
instructors for a long time, and they’re knowledgeable people who are really good teachers. I
feel like I have a lot more tools in the toolbox now, which will help with what attracted us to this
field – helping people.”
Dave Smith, emergency medical service coordinator for the City of Missoula Fire Department
said the new program is beneficial for the entire Missoula community.
“Before this program was up and running, we didn’t have a good option to have our staff
receive training to become paramedics, we often had to hire out paramedics,” Smith said. “By
being able to train our own employees and increase our paramedic numbers at the department,
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we can provide a much better response for the community.”
Smith said national standards recommend that each fire engine is staffed with a paramedic,
and the newly certified fire department employees bring those numbers closer to the national
standards in emergency response.
“The Missoula College program is excellent, with really great teachers,” he said. “We’re proud
to continue to work with them and help lead the program that reflects the needs on the streets
in our community.”
Every graduate of the associate of science degree is certified to practice paramedicine in
Montana by the Committee on Accreditation of Education Programs for EMS Professions and
the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs.
###
Contact: Dave McEvoy, paramedic program director, UM Missoula College, 406-240-4624,
dave.mcevoy@mso.umt.edu.
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DAVIDSON HONORS COLLEGE, COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

BLACKFEET
STUDENT FINDS HER
PATH TO UM
GRADUATION
16 DECEMBER 2021

UM senior Mariah Omeasoo will graduate from UM’s College of Business and the Davidson Honors College this Saturday.

MISSOULA – At first meeting Mariah Omeasoo, a University of Montana senior, might seem
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like a normal college student trying to get through finals week. And for the most part, she is.
Mariah Omeasoo,
UM senior, reflects
on her challenges
and sucesses at
The University of
Montana.

But when she’s
asked to reflect
on her UM
experience
during the last
four years,
that’s when the
tears come.
“It was really
hard,”
Omeasoo said.
She apologizes, takes a minute, wipes her cheek with the sleeve of her sweatshirt and adjusts
her posture.
“I always tell myself, I’m just a kid from the rez,” she said. “And I’ve been thinking a lot about
how I got here. I really didn’t think I would graduate.”
But the marketing and business major is in fact set to graduate this Saturday, with an honor’s
degree from UM’s Davidson Honors College and the College of Business.
Quiet and unassuming, Omeasoo is from Browning and the Blackfeet Nation. She’s the third
person in her family to graduate from UM, following two older brothers, Vince and Marcus
Omeasoo.
“Missoula was always a second home for me, so it made sense for me come here,” she said.
“My brothers both majored in business, and I guess I always sort of knew that was my path.”
Her journey to UM began at Browning High School, where academics came easily to her. Her
https://www.umt.edu/news/2021/12/121621grad.php?image[1/3/2022 10:50:11 AM]
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teachers encouraged her to start planning to attend college when she was a sophomore.
And in the fall of 2017, Omeasoo enrolled as a UM freshman in the honors college, with
several academic scholarships in hand.
That’s when the culture shock hit.
“When you’re the only Native person – surrounded completely by white students who are all
smart and high-achieving and never running into someone like me – it feels like you don’t
belong,” she said.
Like many UM students – before they find their footing as a college student – a feeling of
loneliness can set in.
When she began coursework in the College of Business, Omeasoo didn’t see many Indigenous
peers. She felt overwhelmed academically in her accounting and economics classes, and she
didn’t have much experience asking for help.
“In my Tribe, you’re just always surrounded by people who know you and asking for help isn’t
something I ever had to do,” she said. “So, it was really isolating. I didn’t think I was going to
pass my classes. I felt I like I didn’t belong.”
So, one day, she called her mom up and told her she was coming home.
Her mom’s reply was, “OK, quit.”
“I think she said that on purpose,” Omeasoo said. “She knew by giving me permission to drop
out, that I wasn’t going to. I’m too stubborn.”
Mom’s strategy worked. And that’s when things started changing.
Omeasoo dug her toes in at UM. She developed a relationship with UM Regents Professor of
Marketing Jakki Mohr, who mentored her outside of class and helped her navigate and perform
in her business classes.
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“While other students are quite comfortable learning through talking, Mariah is more reserved,”
Mohr said. “After seeing Mariah’s superior performance on exams and in-class writing
assignments, I realized I had a quiet genius sitting in front of me. That led me to reach out to
her to learn more about how I could support her educational goals and her interests.”
Then she joined UM’s Kyiyo Native American Student Association and started to hit her stride.
The Kyiyo student group organizes UM’s annual Kyiyo Pow Wow, one of the oldest college
powwows in the nation.
Wilena Old Person, Kyiyo adviser and program coordinator in UM’s College of Health, said she
felt a natural pull toward Omeasoo. After all, Old Person is Blackfeet, too, and remembers just
how alienated and out of place she felt as a history major at UM.
“Mariah is shy, but she’s incredibly resilient and a natural leader,” Old Person said. “A lot of the
other Kyiyo students looked up to her. She’s very mature.”
Omeasoo eventually became vice president of Kyiyo and worked closely with Old Person and
Gisele Forest as staff advisers for the student-run powwow. She said finding mentors on
campus helped her feel like she could stick with it through graduation.
“I always said, ‘I’m a just a kid from the reservation’ – that it was a negative – and now I think
that there’s power in that,” she said. “You have to remember where you come from and know
that there are lots of opportunities. Getting there just looks different for some of us.”
American Indian and Alaska Native students drop out of college at about twice the national
rate. Understanding the diversity of experiences students bring with them is something the
University is learning more about from its Native students. Since 2018, Native student
undergraduate enrollment at UM’s mountain campus is up 23% and the retention rate for
Native students is up 23%.
“‘Mariah’s presence has enriched our community; she is eager to give back and to continue
making a difference,” said Tim Nichols, dean of the Davidson Honors College. “Learning from
her will help us improve the UM experience for other Native students in the future.”
Omeasoo ordered her mortarboard graduation cap as early as possible. She sent it up to her
mom in Browning, so there would be plenty of time for her to bead it for UM’s Commencement
Ceremony on Saturday.
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“I can’t wait to wear it, it’s a symbol for my Tribe, for me and the future.”
###
Contact: Dave Kuntz, UM strategic communications director, 406-243-5659,
dave.kuntz@umontana.edu.
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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

UM ANNOUNCES
FALL 2021
GRADUATES
16 DECEMBER 2021

MISSOULA – The University of Montana has more than 800 students who are degree
candidates for fall semester 2021.
The students listed in the links below are UM degree candidates or have been awarded their
degrees.
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Students with “cum laude” after their name indicate a GPA of 3.40 to 3.69. “Magna laude”
indicates a 3.70 to 3.89 GPA, and “summa laude” is 3.90 and above.
Official awarding of a degree and any official graduation with honors or graduation with high
honors designation is not made until students have completed their final term of enrollment and
have met all requirements.
View a full list of Montana in-state candidates for graduation. (Listed by hometown.)

View a full list of out-of-state candidates for graduation. (Listed by state or country.)

View a full list of all candidates for graduation alphabetized by first name.
All lists also are available online on the UM Dean’s List and Degree Candidates page.
###
Contact: UM Registrar’s Office, graduation@umontana.edu.
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COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SCIENCES

UM VISITING WRITER
BRINGS EXPERTISE
ABOUT RACE, THE
OUTDOORS
14 DECEMBER 2021

Latria Graham will teach spring semester as UM's 2022 Kittredge Distinguished Writer in Environmental Studies.

MISSOULA – In 2018, Latria Graham ignited a national conversation about visibility and racism

https://www.umt.edu/news/2021/12/121421kitt.php?image[1/3/2022 10:53:37 AM]

UM Visiting Writer Brings Expertise About Race, the Outdoors

in outdoor recreation with her article “We’re Here. You Just Don’t See Us.” The piece first
appeared in Outside magazine.
In January, the noted essayist and reporter will join the University of Montana faculty as the
2022 Kittredge Distinguished Writer in Environmental Studies. She will teach a graduate writing
workshop during spring semester and give a public reading.
“Latria’s work asks the questions that anyone writing about nature and the environment should
be asking,” said Mark Sundeen, a UM assistant professor of Environmental Studies. “We’re
honored to have her here.”
A columnist for Garden & Gun magazine, the South Carolina-based Graham has written for
The Atlantic, Outside and many other outlets. She also is a fifth-generation farmer whose
forthcoming first book, “Uneven Ground,” which is about preserving her 100-year-old farm and
family legacy, sheds light on an epidemic of Black land ownership loss. It will be published by
Mariner Books.
UM students taking Graham’s workshop will learn from one of American’s most thoughtprovoking writers, Sundeen said.
“The land that we are raised on shapes integral parts of who we become, how we articulate our
experiences and what we are willing to fight for,” Graham writes in her course description. “This
course is meant to challenge the ways we traditionally think about environments and provide
students with the tools to write about the tender places they care for without the veneer of
romanticism or false nostalgia that occasionally takes over.”
Learn more about Graham at latriagraham.com.
UM’s Kittredge Distinguished Writer in Environmental Studies is named in honor of Bill
Kittredge (1932-2020), who taught creative writing at UM and inspired three decades of
students. “Writers need communiality,” Kittredge said of Missoula and UM, “and there aren’t
very many places you can find it in the United States. This is one of them.”
###
Contact: Mark Sundeen, UM Environmental Studies assistant professor, 406-243-6273,
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mark.sundeen@mso.umt.edu.
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COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SCIENCES

STUDY SUGGESTS
MELTING GLACIERS
WILL PRODUCE NEW
SALMON HABITAT
13 DECEMBER 2021

While the newly created habitat may be a ray of light for salmon in some locations, climate change continues to pose
grave challenges for salmon and other fish populations.
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FLATHEAD LAKE – For decades, climate change has had detrimental impacts on Pacific
salmon populations. Spawning streams are overheating and droughts are drying up salmon
habitats entirely, impacting many food webs from the Rocky Mountains and Coast Ranges to
the Pacific Ocean.
But in a new study involving researchers from the University of Montana’s Flathead Lake
Biological Station, scientists discovered warming trends may offer one silver lining, if only for a
while: The retreat of glaciers in the Pacific mountains of western North America potentially
could produce more than 6,000 kilometers of new Pacific salmon habitat by the year 2100.
“Climate change alters the shape and dynamics of stream ecosystems,” said Diane Whited, an
FLBS scientist whose role in the study focused on spatial modeling of potentially accessible
stream habitat once glaciers have receded. “This information is crucial for managing the future
of salmon habitat and productivity.”
The work was led by Simon Fraser University and recently published in Nature
Communications.
Researchers modeled glacial retreat under different climate change scenarios. To accomplish
this, they used computer models to peel back the ice of 46,000 glaciers between southern
British Columbia and south-central Alaska to look at how much potential salmon habitat would
be created when the underlying bedrock is exposed and new streams flow over the landscape.
According to the team, desirable stream habitat for salmon is connected to the ocean,
maintains low-gradient slope of 10% or less and has retreating glaciers at its headwaters. By
the end of the study, the researchers found 315 of glaciers examined could fit those
requirements.
Under a moderate climate scenario, the loss or reduction of those glaciers may reveal around
6,150 kilometers of potential new salmon habitat throughout the Pacific mountains of western
North America by the year 2100 – a distance nearly equal to the length of the Mississippi River.
The researchers caution that while the newly created habitat may be a ray of light for salmon in
some locations, overall climate change poses grave challenges for salmon populations.
Additionally, if current warming trends continue, the newly emerging salmon habitats would
eventually overheat and ultimately disappear the same way that current salmon habitats are
today.
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“On one hand, this amount of new salmon habitat will provide local opportunities for some
salmon populations,” said SFU spatial analyst Kara Pitman, the lead author on the study. “On
the other hand, climate change and other human impacts continue to threaten salmon survival
via warming rivers, changes in stream flows and poor ocean conditions.”
The complete study is titled “Glacier retreat creating new Pacific salmon habitat in western
North American” and is available online.
###
Contact: Diane Whited, UM Flathead Lake Biological Station research scientist, 406-872-4532,
diane.whited@umontana.edu; Tom Bansak, FLBS associate director, 406-872-4503,
tom.bansak@umontana.edu.
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Students at the recent Montana Model UN conference at UM congratulate a winning delegate.
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MISSOULA – More than 130 students from nine Montana high schools participated in the 56th
annual Montana Model United Nations Conference, hosted Nov. 22-23 at the University of
Montana.
During the conference, U.S. Sen. John Tester (D-MT) paid a visit and spoke with two
committees about the importance of international collaboration.
The top five high school seniors – who will be offered $1,000 scholarships to attend UM – were
Burrese Cosette of Sentinel High School in Missoula, Emily Hove of Flathead High School in
Kalispell, Scout McMahon of Flathead High School in Kalispell, Ben Carter of Big Sky High
School in Missoula and Ryan Eaton of Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy in Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho.
Each student wrote outstanding position papers and actively and accurately represented their
countries during two days of debate on world issues.
Schools also won awards at the conclusion of the conference. The participating schools were
divided into small and large delegations based on number of students attending the conference
and judged on the overall preparedness, participation and excellence of their delegates.
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The three school award categories include Outstanding School for the top 10%, Distinguished
School for the top 20% and Honorable School for the top 30%.
The small-delegation school winner was Loyola Sacred Heart High School in Missoula,
advised by Emily van Hoose. The large delegation winner was Flathead High School in
Kalispell, advised by Sean O’Donnell.
Additionally, Steve Gideon, the school adviser from Darby High School in Darby celebrated his
30th anniversary as a Model UN adviser and was awarded a plaque celebrating his
achievement and commitment to Montana Model United Nations.
The top 20% of the teams representing countries and students who attended the conference
also received awards, as did UM students who planned and staffed the conference. A full list
of all winners is online.
For more information, visit the Montana Model UN website at https://hs.umt.edu/mun/.
###
Contact: Dr. Eva-Maria Maggi, UM Department of Political Science, 406-5316037, eva.maggi@umontana.edu; Nikolai Silvia, Montana Model UN secretary generalinternal, nikolai.silvia@umontana.edu.

2021 MONTANA MODEL UN AWARDS
For awards criteria, please see the MMUN Delegate page.

Delegate Awards
General Assembly First Committee
Honorable Delegates (Top 20%):
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FROM ...

Representing ...

(Delegate)

Hellgate High School

Australia

Eden Maxwell

Columbia Falls High School

Estonia

Brayden Crawford

Hellgate High School

Ethiopia

Julio Stier

Flathead High School

Guatemala

Haroldson Aerreck

Bozeman High School

Uzbekistan

Lily Smith

Bozeman High School

Canada

Chloe McDonald

Distinguished Delegates (Top 10%):

FROM ...
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(Delegate)
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Hellgate High School

Colombia

Nicholas Kujawa

Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy

India

Ryan Eaton

Flathead High School

United Kingdom

Aiden Christy

Big Sky High School

United States of
America

Reagan
Remmers

FROM ...

Representing ...

(Delegate)

Sentinel High School

China

Lauridson Colton

Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy

Micronesia

Jacob
McGaughey

Outstanding Delegates (Top 1-2%):
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United Nations Development Programme
Honorable Delegates (Top 20%):

FROM ...

Representing ...

(Delegate)

Hellgate High School

Finland

Faith You

Flathead High School

Indonesia

Gabe Reddish

Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy

Italy

Darby Puckett

Flathead High School

Israel

Jillian Wynne

Flathead High School

Somalia

Nolan Geyer-Poncin

Distinguished Delegates (Top 10%):
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FROM ...

Representing
...

(Delegate)

Hellgate High School

Russia

Ashley Kim

Glacier High School

Saudi Arabia

Mason Fauth

Big Sky High School

Greece

TJ Higuera

Columbia Falls High School

Estonia

Eddy Chisholm

Outstanding Delegates (Top 1-2%):

FROM ...

Representing ...

(Delegate)

Sentinel High School

China

Burrese Cosette

Big Sky High School

Japan

Ben Carter
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General Assembly Third Committee
Honorable Delegates (Top 20%):

FROM ...

Representing ...

(Delegate)

Loyola Sacred Heart High School

Ireland

Emily Van Hoose

Flathead High School

Israel

Rachel Ottman

Big Sky High School

Japan

Marcus Raines

Sentinel High School

China

Jesse McCormick

Hellgate High School

Ethiopia

Aleksandr Huber

Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy

Italy

Jayden LaVecchia
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Distinguished Delegates (Top 10%):

FROM ...

Representing ...

(Delegate)

Hellgate High School

Russia

Mila McKay

Flathead High School

Egypt

Neila Lyngholm

Columbia Falls High School

Estonia

Aiden Rohn

Flathead High School

Somalia

Annelise Mason

FROM ...

Representing ...

(Delegate)

Hellgate High School

Australia

Melina LaPlante

Outstanding Delegates (Top 1-2%):
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Flathead High School

Indonesia

Rylin Wilde

United Nations Environment Agency
Honorable Delegates (Top 20%):

FROM ...

Representing ...

(Delegate)

Flathead High
School

Somalia

Connor Adcox

Big Sky High
School

United States of America

Hayden
Bosshardt

Bozeman High
School

Democratic People's Republic of Korea
(North Korea)

Brooke
Bothner

Big Sky High
School

Greece

Max Carter
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Hellgate High
School

Ethiopia

Cooper
Johnstad

Distinguished Delegates (Top 10%):

FROM ...

Representing
...

(Delegate)

Big Sky High School

Japan

Hannah King

Sentinel High School

Brazil

Moretti Josie

Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy

Micronesia

Ellen Midgley

Columbia Falls High School

Estonia

Emma Stephens

Outstanding Delegates (Top 1-2%):
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FROM ...

Representing ...

(Delegate)

Flathead High School

United Kingdom

Emily Hove

Flathead High School

Indonesia

Leah Spangler

Security Council
Honorable Delegate (Top 20%):

FROM ...

Representing ...

(Delegate)

Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy

India

Julian Conigliaro

Distinguished Delegate (Top 10%):

FROM ...

Representing ...

(Delegate)

Flathead High School

United Kingdom

Scout McMahon
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Outstanding Delegate (Top 1-2%):

FROM ...

Representing ...

(Delegate)

Sentinel High School

China

Helen McGeary

Position Paper Awards
Honorable Position Papers (Top 20%):
From (school)

Representing

Name

Hellgate High
School

Finland

Laine

Banziger

Flathead High
School

Indonesia

Thomas

Konopka

Big Sky High

Japan

Analise

Migliaccio
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School

Sentinel High
School

China

Colton

Lauridson

Flathead High
School

Somalia

Nolan

Dea

Hellgate High
School

Jordan

Ali

Caudle

Hellgate High
School

Côte d'Ivoire

Maxime

Diaz

Glacier High
School

Saudi Arabia

Mason

Fauth

Bozeman High
School

France

Anna

Curtis

Coeur d'Alene
Charter Academy

Italy

Jayden

LaVecchia
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Coeur d'Alene
Charter Academy

India

Samuel

Lambert

Flathead High
School

Egypt

Neila

Lyngholm

Flathead High
School

Israel

Rachel

Ottman

Bozeman High
School

Thailand

Maisie

Prendergast

Columbia Falls
High School

Bhutan

Julia

Martin

Bozeman High
School

Democratic
People's Republic
of Korea (North
Korea)

Brooke

Bothner

Hellgate High
School

Australia

Gemma

Ryan
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Sentinel High
School

Brazil

Josephina

Moretti

Hellgate High
School

Jordan

Sydney

Yung

Flathead High
School

Somalia

Connor

Adcox

Distinguished Position Papers (Top 10 %):
From (school)
Committee     

Representing

Student Name

Hellgate High School

Jordan

Allison

Beighle

Sentinel High School

Lebanon

Lovis

Tegeder

Coeur d'Alene Charter
Academy

Micronesia

Jacob

McGaughey
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Big Sky High School

Greece

Noel

Migliaccio

Sentinel High School

China

Cosette

Burrese

Hellgate High School

Russia

Ashley

Kim

Flathead High School

Egypt

Emmary

Faerber

Hellgate High School

Colombia

Ryan

Heng

Coeur d'Alene Charter
Academy

India

Julian

Conigliaro

Loyola Sacred Heart
High School

Ireland

Emily

Va

Hellgate High School

Australia

Melina

LaPlante
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Sentinel High School

China

Jesse

McCormick

Flathead High School

Indonesia

Rylin

Wilde

Hellgate High School

Côte d'Ivoire

Valerie

Sigler

Coeur d'Alene Charter
Academy

Micronesia

Ellen

Midgley

Hellgate High School

Finland

Anika

Smith

Big Sky High School

United States
of America

Hayden

Bosshardt

Outstanding Position Papers (Top 1-2%):
From (school)
Committee     

Flathead High
School

Representing

United Kingdom
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Aiden

Christy
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Hellgate High
School

Costa Rica

Kian

Caudle

Hellgate High
School

Australia

Keira

Skovlin

Flathead High
School

Israel

Jillian

Wynne

Sentinel High
School

China

Helen

McGeary

Hellgate High
School

Jordan

Rori

Ojala

Hellgate High
School

Ethiopia

Aleksandr

Huber

Hellgate High
School

Ethiopia

Cooper

Johnstad
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Flathead High
School

Indonesia

Leah

Spangler

Top 25 Seniors all medals
Top 5 (Scholarship Recipients):
From (school)
Committee

Representing               Student                                  

Sentinel High School

China

Burrese Cosette

UNDP

Flathead High School

United
Kingdom

Emily Hove

UNEA

Big Sky High School

Japan

Ben Carter

UNDP

Coeur d'Alene Charter
Academy

India

Ryan Eaton

GA1

Scout McMahon

Security
Council

Flathead High
School

United Kingdom
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Remaining Top Seniors (Reserve Scholarship Recipients):

Columbia Falls High
School

Bhutan

Julia Martin

UNEA

Flathead High
School

Indonesia

Leah Spangler

UNEA

Bozeman High
School

Democratic
People's Republic
of Korea (North
Korea)

Brooke Bothner

UNEA

Columbia Falls High
School

Estonia

Emma Stephens

UNEA

Sentinel High
School

China

McGeary Helen

Security
Council
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Flathead High
School

Somalia

Annelise Mason

GA3

Loyola Sacred
Heart High School

Ireland

Weslee Shear

Security
Council

Big Sky High
School

Japan

Annie Migliaccio

GA1

Hellgate High
School

Jordan

Ali Caudle

UNDP

Hellgate High
School

Côte
fseniorsd'Ivoire

Valerie Sigler

UNEA

Hellgate High
School

Jordan

Allie Beighle

GA1

Country Awards
Honorable Country Delegations (top 20% of countries represented at the conference):
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Country

Represented by (school)

Estonia

Columbia Falls High School

Somalia

Flathead High School

Greece

Big Sky High School

India

Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy

Ethiopia

Hellgate High School

Distinguished Country Delegations (top 10% of countries represented at the conference):
Country                                                                       Represented by (school)

Indonesia

Flathead High School

Australia

Hellgate High School
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Micronesia

Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy

Outstanding Country Delegations (top 5% of countries represented at the conference):
Country                                                                       Represented by (school)

China

Sentinel High School

United Kingdom

Flathead High School

Japan

Big Sky High School

School Awards
Honorable Schools (top 30% of schools attending the conference):
                                                School (s)                                            Adviser(s)

Small Delegation:                    Columbia Falls High School                Jenny Lovering
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Large Delegations:                  Hellgate High School                  Courtney Christopher &
                                                                                                            Jeff Waniata
  
Distinguished Schools (top 20% of schools attending the conference):
                                                School                                                 Adviser(s)
Small Delegation:                    Sentinel High School                          Ezra Shearer
Large Delegation:                    Coeur d'Alene Charter Academy       Sandy Midgley

Outstanding Schools (top 10% of schools attending the conference):
School                                                 Adviser(s)
Small Delegation:            Loyola Sacred Heart                                  Emily van Hoose
Large Delegation:         Flathead High School                                   Sean O’Donnell
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Instructors at Missoula’s Lifelong Learning Center use EdReady to prepare adult learners studying to join or re-enter the
workforce or attend college.

MISSOULA – Every teacher has stories of former students who persevered and found
success. They are the mark of a good student and a committed educator.
For high school math teacher Mary Anne McMahon, one such student struggled mightily with
math into his sophomore year. Taking notes and tests in a classroom environment challenged
him, but then he began using EdReady, an online personalized learning platform that provides
adaptive, individualized math and English instruction. The student started accumulating math
credits with ease.
“He was just a sponge for it,” explained McMahon, who has taught math in Bozeman and
Helena high schools for more than 20 years and currently works at Jefferson County High
School in Boulder. “With EdReady, it was just him and the computer, and it gave him the
confidence to believe in himself and his math abilities.”
McMahon estimates she’s used EdReady with 600 students since its inception in 2014, often
with results like rising student grades and college placement exam scores increasing. But the
EdReady phenomenon reaches well beyond McMahon’s classes and even the subject of math.
Across Montana, nearly 600 schools and institutions such as two-year colleges, four-year
universities, tribal colleges, adult education centers, and adult and juvenile detention facilities
have implemented EdReady for math and English. That’s almost 180,000 individual Montanans
who have used the platform.
Today, the program is set to grow. The Dennis and Phyllis Washington Foundation has
committed $3.5 million to fund and expand EdReady over the next five years. Together with a
2014 gift to launch the statewide initiative and a 2016 donation to further it, the most recent gift
brings the Dennis and Phyllis Washington Foundation’s support of EdReady Montana to $9.4
million.
While the EdReady program is offered nationwide by a nonprofit called the NROC Project, it is
administered statewide by the Montana Digital Academy (MTDA) at the University of Montana’s
Phyllis J. Washington College of Education. Montana was one of the first five states in the
country originally to pilot EdReady’s use and was the first in the nation to deploy the innovative
https://www.umt.edu/news/2021/12/120821redy.php?image[1/3/2022 10:57:45 AM]
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tool on a statewide basis.
“The MTDA team’s proven ability to provide this help in partnership with our schools, colleges
and adult learning programs is one of the key reasons the Dennis and Phyllis Washington
Foundation continues to support EdReady,” said Mike Halligan, executive director of the
Dennis and Phyllis Washington Foundation. “Bottom line: It is the embodiment of our mission of
investing in people to improve the quality of their lives.”
The latest Dennis and Phyllis Washington Foundation gift will sustain EdReady’s current
efforts, help it increase enrollments within Montana’s Native American and rural communities,
and allow it to build a new program that helps students make a strong transition from middle to
high school math so they may later pursue college-level math successfully.
“EdReady provides access and equity to students in parts of our state where that opportunity
might be limited,” said Adrea Lawrence, dean of UM’s Phyllis J. Washington College of
Education. “To get the kind of support that we have from the Dennis and Phyllis Washington
Foundation makes this work possible. It is phenomenal, really, because this program does
change people's lives.”
MTDA Executive Director Robert Currie brought EdReady to the UM campus and piloted it in
2013. Steadily growing since then, MTDA’s unique statewide implementation of EdReady is
what has made its use by Montana learners so effective. A full-time program manager who
oversees the program, as well as a network of educators serving as EdReady ambassadors,
have trained hundreds of teachers, counselors and administrators how to successfully
implement the program with their students.
“The true power of the program is unlocked by teachers and administrators who work side-byside with our team to use the program in a way that best meets the needs of their local
students,” said Ryan Schrenk, MTDA’s EdReady Montana program manager.
The program’s impact on Montana learners also has positioned UM’s EdReady team as a
national leader. Its members continually collaborate with NROC on ways to optimize the
platform and routinely advises educators in other states working to implement the EdReady
Montana model. Recent outreach has included advising educators in North Carolina, Iowa,
Oregon and Hawaii, as well as offering two regional training programs in Colorado and
Tennessee.
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At Missoula’s Lifelong Learning Center, instructors use EdReady to prepare adult learners,
including native and non-native English speakers who are studying to join or re-enter the
workforce or attend college.
EdReady also has assisted Lifelong Learning Center students to do things like prepare for the
high school equivalency test and college-level math courses – all prerequisites for students
pursuing personal and professional goals. It’s this kind of impact that compels Currie and his
colleagues to continue their work.
“Everything we do is focused on helping students and adult learners to overcome a challenge,”
Currie said. “There’s just so much joy in seeing people realize they can do something that has
been an impediment to their growth and their life. We are deeply grateful to the Dennis and
Phyllis Washington Foundation for this gift that will allow our work to continue.”
The Dennis and Phyllis Washington Foundation supports a broad spectrum of worthy
organizations benefiting at-risk youth, economically and socially disadvantaged individuals and
families, and those with special needs. The Foundation is funded by contributions from the
Washington Companies and the Washington Family.
The UM Foundation is an independent nonprofit organization that has inspired philanthropic
support to enhance excellence and opportunity at UM since 1950.
###
Contact: Elizabeth Willy, UM Foundation director of communications, 406-243-5320,
elizabeth.willy@supportum.org; Robert Currie, Montana Digital Academy executive director,
406-529-5029, robert.currie@montanadigitalacademy.org; Mike Halligan, Dennis and Phyllis
Washington Foundation executive director, 406-370-6551, mhalligan@washcorp.com.
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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

UM ANNOUNCES
FALL GRADUATION
CEREMONY
07 DECEMBER 2021

The University of Montana will host a fall Commencement Ceremony at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 18 in the Adams
Center.

MISSOULA – University of Montana degree candidates will gather at 10 a.m. Saturday, Dec.
18, in the Adams Center for UM’s Fall Commencement Ceremony. The University expects 250
students to receive their diplomas.
https://www.umt.edu/news/2021/12/120721grad.php?image[1/3/2022 10:58:26 AM]

UM Announces Fall Graduation Ceremony

Maria Mangold, UM registrar, said the fall Commencement Ceremony is an opportunity to
celebrate UM graduates persisting through the pandemic and onto lives of impact.
“Our summer and fall 2021-degree candidates have navigated through tremendous ambiguities
and hurdles, which prepares them to weather future storms,” Mangold said. “We’re thrilled to
recognize their accomplishments and welcome them to the alumni family.”
UM alumna and the first woman from Montana to rise to the rank of a brigadier general,
Colleen McGuire, will be presented with an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters. McGuire
also will deliver the ceremony’s commencement address.
The ceremony will be livestreamed and can be viewed at https://bit.ly/UMFallGradLive21.
Tickets or RVSPs are not required for guests. Masks are required for attendees as the event is
an academic event. UM will monitor COVID-19 protocols. Accommodations for guests can be
made by calling Brandon Kress at 406-243-5357, and accommodations for students will be
assisted by UM’s Office for Disability Equity. Email graduation@umontana.edu with questions.
###
Contact: Maria Mangold, UM registrar, 406-243-2412, maria.mangold@mso.umt.edu; Sarah
Corbin, graduation coordinator, 406-243-2939, sarah.corbin@umontana.edu.
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SCHOOL OF LAW

UM LAW RANKED
NO. 7 BEST VALUE
SCHOOL IN NATION
06 DECEMBER 2021

MISSOULA – National Jurist’s PreLaw Magazine ranked the University of Montana’s
Alexander Blewett III School of Law No. 7 in the nation on its 2021 list of Best Value Law
Schools.
The ranking uses a formula incorporating the rate of employment after graduation, bar passage
rate, tuition costs, living expenses and the average debt students accrue. It recognizes schools
https://www.umt.edu/news/2021/12/120621best.php?image[1/3/2022 10:59:07 AM]
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that graduate students who excel at passing the bar and landing jobs without taking on
excessive debt.
With low tuition costs, UM’s law school brings legal education into reach for many students,
helping them accumulate minimal debt while receiving a practical education for which the
school is known.
In 2020, UM law students had a first-time bar passage rate of 92%. Students also had strong
job prospects after graduation, with 30.4% of 2020 graduates placed in judicial clerkships –
which also ranks No. 7 nationally, according to PreLaw Magazine.
“The program is affordable, but more importantly, the faculty engage with us and encourage us
to build strong connections with each other and the legal community,” said second-year law
student Stephan Licetra. “They are building professional, practical lawyers who will serve their
communities well.”
To the students of the Blewett School of Law, the value of their education extends beyond
metrics to incorporate the character and values of the law school community and the
uniqueness of Missoula, where they learn and live.
“The smaller class sizes and intentional emphasis on wellness practices has allowed me to
build relationships with our amazing faculty and staff,” said Haleigh Thrall, a mom to three
school-aged children who is completing her third year of law school at UM. “It has been crucial
to my success both professionally and as a working parent.
“The Blewett School of Law has afforded me the opportunity to learn and grow in the
community that I hope to serve,” she said.
Visit https://www.nationaljurist.com/content/prelaw-magazine for more information about
PreLaw Magazine. To learn more about the Blewett School of Law, go to
https://www.umt.edu/law.
###
Contact: Andi Armstrong, director of marketing and communications, UM Alexander Blewett III
School of Law, 406-243-6509, andrea.armstrong@umontana.edu.
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COLLEGE OF HEALTH

NEW UM PROGRAM
FAST TRACKS
FUTURE MONTANA
PHARMACISTS
03 DECEMBER 2021

UM first-year students Ecy Flores (left) and Tori Matteson are enrolled in the GrizRx Assurance Program, a new program
offering a direct path to qualified freshmen interested in pursuing the UM Doctor of Pharmacy degree.
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MISSOULA – University of Montana first-year student Tori Matteson can’t point to a specific
event that peaked her interest in becoming a pharmacist – there aren’t any in her family – but
her curiosity about medicine started early in her high school years growing up in Butte.
When it came time to enroll in college she looked at a few pharmacy schools in California and
Idaho, but in the end it was “UM all the way,” she said.
Besides the proximity to home, Matteson said an invitation to participate in the inaugural class
of a new UM program designed to fast--track pharmacy students was too good to pass up.
The GrizRx Assurance Program offers a direct path to qualified freshmen interested in pursuing
the UM Doctor of Pharmacy degree. Students accepted to the program are enrolled in a
focused two-year pre-pharmacy curriculum, are provided concentrated mentorship by
pharmacy faculty, opportunities to conduct research and have a reserved seat in their incoming
first-year pharmacy class. Each student receives a $1,000 scholarship annually.
“Many times, we have found that students interested in becoming pharmacists don’t take the
correct course prerequisites for the UM Doctor of Pharmacy program or think they need to
complete a degree before applying to the program,” said Professor Marketa Marvanova, dean
of UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. “This costs them money and more importantly time. We
designed this program to provide a direct path from high school to the pharmacy program for
students who are interested in becoming pharmacists.”
The seven students – all women – in the first GrizRx Assurance Program class which started
fall 2021 come from towns across Montana including Polson, Chinook, Billings and Dillon, and
one just across the Montana line in Williston, North Dakota.
To be considered for a reserved seat during their two years of initial study, students in the
GrizRx Assurance Program, must complete all pharmacy pre-requisite classes. For successful
admission to the doctor of pharmacy program, they must maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.0 and
log 20 or more hours of observation (preferably in a pharmacy) among other requirements.
First-year student Ecy Flores, from Sidney, said this initial semester required a stiff load of
courses, including chemistry, anatomy and physiology and calculus.
“We all study a lot.” Flores said, adding that support they get from fellow students in the
program helps make the rigorous course work easier, as does time spent with pharmacy
https://www.umt.edu/news/2021/12/122121phar.php?image[1/3/2022 11:01:52 AM]
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students and faculty.
“We’re definitely not alone,” said Matteson, adding that she’s become close friends with all of
the students in the program.
Rachael Zins, UM’s pre-pharmacy coordinator and a UM pharmacy graduate herself, said
many budding pharmacy students, particularly those from small towns, point to their hometown
pharmacists as role models. Zins and other pharmacy faculty encourage students to explore
the diversity of pharmacy fields including home care, veterinary and oncology.
“The pandemic also has shown the important roles pharmacists can play in public health
crises,” Zins said.
From this inaugural class, the school plans to more than double the GrizRx Assurance
Program to 20 students, she added, and is actively recruiting across the region.
Matteson and Flores know being a part of the first class will make them role models for
students that follow. Although it will be six years of tough study and work, both are already
looking forward to their ultimate field of practice. Matteson said she is leaning now toward
hospital-orientated pharmacy. Flores said practicing as a traveling pharmacist in the state
would be an interesting option.
“I like to be home with family,” she said.
UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy offers one of the most affordable PharmD programs in the
U.S. with one of the lowest debt-to-income ratios. It is a student-centered program with small
classes, low attrition and high on-time graduation rates. Upon graduation, 95% or more
students are employed and more than 70% of its students go on to practice in Montana.
###
Contact: Dave Kuntz, UM strategic communications director, 406-243-5659,
dave.kuntz@umontana.edu.
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COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

UM BUSINESS
INVESTMENT
PROGRAM OFFERS
BIG RETURNS
03 DECEMBER 2021

Students from the UM College of Business received over $2,800 from D.A. Davidson for their success in the firm’s Student
Investment Program.
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MISSOULA – Students from the University of Montana College of Business received over
$2,800 from D.A. Davidson for their success in the firm’s Student Investment Program, which
provides teams at 21 universities each with $50,000 to invest in the stock market.
The investment program is designed to provide hands-on experience in finance, stock
research, portfolio management and investment topics. For many students it’s their first
experience investing real money, and the program lets them manage a diversified investment
portfolio under the guidance of a financial adviser and the class professor for a semester.
At UM students analyze and discuss investment opportunities and implement their decisions as
part of a College of Business course – $50,000 Portfolio – taught by Brad Cederberg, a 2006
UM College of Business graduate and vice president and financial adviser at D.A. Davidson in
Missoula. Not only do students learn the skills and techniques of investing, the course also
encourages collaboration, teamwork and communication among students.
The top-performing teams receive a check for their college, earning half of any portfolio gains
above 5%. This year, UM finished 13th, earning $2,894 for its student-run portfolio
performance. In 2017, UM won the Fred Dickson Memorial Award for having the top-earning
program. Five UM business students then were invited to attend the Davidson Institute event.
Montana-based D.A. Davidson provides $1.05 million each year for its investment program
across 21 participating western and midwestern colleges. The company absorbs any losses on
the student-run portfolios. Over the past 27 years, and including this year’s total scheduled
payment of $91,771, D.A. Davidson has shared $834,125 with participating programs.
The Student Investment Program was started by UM alumnus Ian B. Davidson in 1985 at a
lone university but quickly expanded it to include many throughout the state and region.
Considered highly innovative at conception, the program has proved invaluable for students
considering careers in finance.
###
Contact: Garrett Finke, UM College of Business director of marketing and communications,
406-243-4436, garrett.finke@umontana.edu.
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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

UM RABBI BRINGS
VALUABLE JEWISH
PERSPECTIVE TO
CAMPUS
01 DECEMBER 2021

Since joining the UM family three years ago, Rabbi Mark Kula has sought to support Jewish students on campus and bring
a greater understanding of Judaism to the community at large.
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MISSOULA – Rabbi Mark Kula has lent religious insights and guidance to the University of
Montana campus for the past three years, but said he really felt part of the Griz family last
month when fielding prayer requests for a successful outcome to the Brawl of the Wild football
game.
Although Kula claims no special rabbinical powers for the resounding UM victory, it was nice to
lend whatever help he could to his adopted community.
“Maybe I will get a little credit,” he said smiling.
Kula moved from Miami to Missoula in 2018, when his wife Coreen Duffy accepted a position at
UM as director of choral activities and assistant professor of music. They knew where Montana
was geographically, but their knowledge of Missoula was sketchy at best.
“It happened
abruptly and
quickly, and we
decided well,
let’s go,” Kula
said of the
decision to
move with their
two young
children from
the south
Florida coast.
“We love it
here.”
In addition to
dusting off his
decades-old,
barely worn winter coat, Kula had to restart his career, which included serving 30 years as a
cantor and rabbi. His first step was to get a pulse on Jewish life at UM by reaching out to Hillel
International, the world’s largest Jewish campus organization.
When it came to Jewish activity on the UM campus, the report was a bit bleak.
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“Really nothing organized had been going on for years, so I started to slowly build stuff up,”
Kula said of his volunteer work on campus. “We started hosting Friday night dinners of eight to
12 people, Jewish and non, praying and blessing the bread.”
As his reputation spread – President Seth Bodnar soon began calling him the “Campus Rabbi”
– Kula was enlisted to help with diversity efforts and to serve as a guest speaker at campus
events.
“Getting Judaism on the campus radar,” as Kula puts it.
This included fielding questions from prospective Jewish students and their parents about life
at UM.
“One of the unique and positive things about being here is the proactive commitment to
diversity, equity and inclusion,” Kula said. “In the past three years, it’s been a priority of this
administration and it’s filtered throughout campus.”
When not at UM, Kula travels the state performing Sabbath services and speaking at faith
events. He served for a while as part-time rabbi for Congregation Beth Shalom in Bozeman
and recently was hired by UCC Missoula to bring a Jewish voice to the pastoral team. Because
there are only a handful of rabbis in the state there is plenty of rabbinical work to go around, he
said.
Stacie Craig, a graduate student in anthropology, said it can be difficult being a Jew, and in her
case keeping kosher, in a community with such a small Jewish presence. Having Kula on
campus as a spiritual counselor and friend has been extremely helpful – particularly in the rare
instances of anti-Semitism in the community.
“He has brought a valuable Jewish perspective to UM,” Craig said.
This includes making sure Jewish holidays like Yom Kipper and Rosh Hashanah are
celebrated on campus. At 5 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 2, Kula and several students will host a
Hanukkah celebration on the steps of Main Hall. As he did in 2019, Bodnar will light a candle
on the menorah and all are invited to participate.
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“The students are excited to do this,” Kula said.
In the very near future, Kula and Craig hope to formally launch a Jewish student life club, which
will be affiliated with Zootown Jews, a community group led by Kula that meets for cultural,
social and religious activities. He ultimately would like to open an ecumenical center on
campus for all religious faiths.
The transition from the synagogue world to his current work has been interesting and
rewarding, Kula said, and he hopes his efforts to enlighten others about Judaism helps not just
Jewish students but the community at large.
“In the end,” he said, “it’s about enhancing faithfulness in us all.”
###
Contact: Dave Kuntz, UM strategic communications director, 406-243-5659,
dave.kuntz@umontana.edu.

University of Montana logo

University Operator
406-243-0211
Contact Us
32 Campus Drive
Missoula, MT 59812
Accessibility
A to Z
Directory
https://www.umt.edu/news/2021/12/120121kula.php?image[1/3/2022 11:03:15 AM]

UM Rabbi Brings Valuable Jewish Perspective to Campus

Campus Map
Campus Safety
Employment
Refer A Griz


© 2022 University of Montana. Privacy Policy

https://www.umt.edu/news/2021/12/120121kula.php?image[1/3/2022 11:03:15 AM]

